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PSALM XX. &, 


We will rejoice in thy Salvation, and 
in the Mame of our God we will 
ſet up our Banners: the Lord fulfil 
all thy Petitions — Some truſt in 
Chariots and ſome in Horſes : but 
we will remember the Vame of the 


Lord our God. © 1 


XN NN H E Words read to you, Sirs, 
INIT ſeem'd not —— this Qc- 
21 — T N Caſion.— War, is at length, pub- 

KKEXX lickly declared againſt FRance; 

KNM a Declaration this, to which we 
have been obliged, by the hoſtile Invaſion of 
the Britiſh Dominions, by an Enemy, whoſe 
Ambition graips at uni ver ſal Empire, whęſe 
Religion ſtimulates him to maſſacre and ex- 
tirpate Heretics, authorizeth him to break 
thro' the moſt ſolemn Treaties, when 7515 


grand | 


[57 
grand Point i is in View, and to ſtop at no- 
thing in ſhort, which may promote his ac- 
curs'd Defign, of conquering and enſlaving 


the World ——This reſtleſs, and perfidious 
Enemy bath, long ſince, commenced an 


 efual War againſt us, by attacking our 


Settlements in America, at a Time of Peace, 
in open Defiance to the moſt ſacred En- 
gagements. He hath forced us to make 
Preparations, as well, for the Security of 
this Ifland, as the Defence of our Plan- 
tations, and Colonies. Theſe Preparations 


| Have been carried on, hitherto, with Skill, 


Vigour, and Expedition. A Fleet has been 
equip'd, which will do Honour to his Ma- 


jeſty, in the Annals of Fame, and to that 


brave, and honeſt Seaman, whoſe Reſo- 
lution, Fortitude, and Prudence have been 
try'd, experienc'd, approv'd; a grand Fleet 
1 ſay, hath been equip'd; a Fleet, which 
under God, we truſt, will be as a2 Wall 


„ of Fire and Braſs round about us. 


But, that we may not put too much 


Confidence in an Arm of Fleſh, or relie 


too much on external Force, we ſhall en- 
deavour briefly to ſhew, how inadequate 
a Mean 7b:s is, for Safety, Frotection and 


Vigtory. 


AND who but knows, that the whote 
Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Nation, is one con- 
tinued 


E 1 
tinued Proof of God's Agency and Inter- 
poſition; and in Conſequence, of the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſomething beyond external Force 
or human Power? [t were needleſs, and 
almoſt impertinent, to allege particular 
Facts, to an Aſſembly, which muſt be 
ſuppoſed to allow the Credibility of their 

Hiſtory, the Authenticneſs of their Books, 
and to Ano the Series of their Narrations— 
It will be granted, that the Lord of Hoſts 
did interpoſe in favour of that People : But 
if this Poſition be granted, may not the 
great Diſparity between the Jews and ws, 

introduce a Difficulty, which will not admit 
of an eaſy Solution, 


IT will be ſaid, the wa Form of Go- 
vernment was a Theocracy, where God 
was pleas'd to place himſelf at their Head. 
His Power was irreſiſtible ; his Benevolence 
led him to protect and deliver his People; 
his Wiſdom enabled him to diſcern; his 
Perfection to purſue and accompliſh the beſt 
Ends by the fitteſt Means. Whilſt they were 
under the immediate Protection, and Go- 
vernment of ſuch 'a Being, they had no 
ground of Fear, tho a Hoſt were encam 
around them; for as their Commander, 
he led them on to Battle, inclined the 
Victory to their Side, and wrought out 
their Salvation. Tis true, they had no 
F Occaſion 


TS 
Occaſion for great Armaments; God was 
their Shield —They were difcouraged, often, 
from making Preparations, that their Leader 
might give the more ſignal Diſplay of his 
Perfections, in reſcuing them, by Means ap- 
parantly inadequate — And upon many Oc- 
caſions, tis evident, that he interpoſed mira- 
— for their Del verance. 


| BY ſo far as we are able to judge; is 
the true State of fheir Caſe. Our Caſe, it 

will be ſaid, is widely different, and there- 
fore, the Meafures of Proceedure muſt be 
proportionably varied. I wou'd aſk, where 
is the vaſt Diſſimilarity of the two Cates ? 
Perhaps, there can not be found any two 
more ſimilar. God's Defign, you know, 
in chooſing the Jews for his peculiar Peopte 
was, © to preſerve among them, the Know- 
* ledge, and Worſhip of himſelf ;” ied] 

were 4 Repoſitory of the true Religion; 
Conformity to “ this Deſign,” they were 
every where taught, to acknowledge his 
Authority, and to maintain an inviolable 
Allegiance to his Supremacy : When they 
acted upon theſe Principles, and with theſe 
Views, Succeſs attended their Enterprizes ; 
but, when they forſook the true God, 
ſwerved to Idolatry, and renounced his fu. 
preme reQoral Authority, by preſuming upon 
their own Strengeo, their beſt-laid Schemes 
were 
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[ 9 ] 
were diſconcerted, their ſtrongeſt Forces 
broken, and their faireft Hopes were blaft- 
ed.—— Well, what hinders us from ſeeing 
the Parallel? what, but Inattention, or 
viewing Things thro a falfe Medium. 


Do not we ſucceed the Jews, © to whom 
© were committed Oracles of God? ” 
Are not we, a chofen Generation, . a peculiat 
People, as were they? Was their Syſtem of 
Religion deſigned; to maintain the Know- 
ledge, and Worſhip of the true Diety ? 
What bat this is the grand Defign of Chri- 
ftianity ? —— Were the Methods of Divine 
Adminiſtration intended, and calculated, to 
impreſs them with a Senſe of God's peerlefs 
Majeſty, and unbounded Dominion: Be it 
ſo; and, if we appeal to Facts, do they not 
loudly ſpeak the fame Language 7o ws ? 
Hath not God interpoſed, often, and fieed 
I ſay almoſt miraculoufly for us, ** declaring 
ce his Strength among the People, and with 
* his Arm redeeming his People. May 
not we be conſidered the Barrier of the 
Proteſtant Cauſe ; conſequently, the. Re- 
pofitions of the true Religion, (of that little, 
which yet remain uncorrupted) as were zhe 
Jews ? Have not we often found, that 
good Principles, a firm Truſt in God, and 

a righteous Cauſe, have inſpired w with 
Fortitude, and enabled us, like them, with 
B | an 


D 


21 
an Handful, under God, to atchieve the 
moſt glorious Exploits ; © with a Thouſand 
* to put Ten Thouſand to Flight ? ”—— 
May we not, then, be allowed to enter into 
the Deſign of the Pſalmiſt, and without de- 
crying the Utility, the Neceflity of Arma- 
ments, &c. to make his Reſolution ours : 
«© Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in 
% Horſes;” boaſt of their Officers, their 
Skill in War, their ſuperior Numbers and 
external Force; * but we will remember 
the Name of the Lord our God,” we will 
repoſe our Confidence, not barely in human 
Strength ; but, jointly, in the Juſtice of our 
Cauſe, the due Exertion of our Powers 


the Agency, Interpoſition, and Providence 
of God ? 


Trytse Conſiderations ſeem'd, naturally, 
to reſult from the laſt Part of our Text; ſo 
that, we have inverted its Order, and ſhall 


now proceed to conſider, ſeperately, the 
firſt Parts. 


Having, in general, endeavoured to 
ſhew, by analogical Reaſoning, from the 
Nation of the Jews, (to whom, we are, 
and have been, on many Accounts, ſimilar) 


that warlike Preparations, human Power, 


Sc. are not to be confided in; and by 
the ſame ent, that they are inade- 
quate 


(nf 
| quate' Means to our Safety, Protection, 
Victory; we ſhall now point out, the true 
and real Ground of Confidence, Hope, De- 


| liverance, Succeſs, * We will rejoice in thy 
= Salvation. M 


We find, from e &« that of 
© ourſelves we can do nothing,” i. e. that 
the Influences of God are neceſſary, as 
well, in the moral as natural World. If 
we prepare our Lands with ever ſuch Care 
and Art, and caſt the Seed into the Ground, 
in the fitteſt Seaſons; yet, if God ſuſpends 
his Influence, and doth not bleſs the ſpring- 


ing of the Corn; or, if he witholds the 


appointed Weeks for the Harveſt; all the 
Skill, and Labour of the Huſbandman will 
be in Vain. In like manner, did we attend 
with equal Care, we could not but ſee, that 
if we uſe ever ſuch Precaution, lay the 
deepeſt Schemes, and bring Things to wear 
the faireſt Appearances; yet, if the Go- 
vernor of the World ſuffers Diſcord to 
ariſe among our — Men, to con- 
found their Counſels; or, if, for their 
Puniſhment, or Correction of a Land, he 
33 the Miniſters of State to be ſway d, 

y the Intereſts of a Party, or Faction; to 
be corrupted, by Avarice, or Profuſeneſs, 
and Venality, to barter away the Nation; 
or, if, to convince them of his Supremacy, 
| B 2 75 and 


[22 ] 
and to leſſen their Expectations, from their 
own Management, he caufeth Tempeſts to 
ariſe and ſcatter their Fleęets; or, if, in the 
Day of Battle, he doth not fight for us; I ſay, 
did we carefully attend, we could not help 
ſeeing, in any of theſe Caſes, that the 
Agency of God is as neceſſary, as in bring- 
ing to Maturity the natural Productions of 
the Earth; and farther, that without his 
providential Concurrence, our moſt formyd- 
able Preparations, will be, as, ineffectual 
to anſwer the Ends of our Protection, 
and Succcels, As, ploughing and ſowing our 
Fields is, to produce a Crop and Harveſt, 
where, he witholds the Influence of his 
Sun and Rain. If then, it be ſo, it will 
eaſily appear, on what, on whom, we 
ought ultimately to relie —— Not, on the 
Counſels of the Cabinet; not, on the De- 
liberations of a Senate; ot, on the Power 
of a Monarch; not, on Ramparts and Bul- 
warks, nor on Chariots and Horſes ; not, on 
the Sea, which environeth us; ot, on our 
Navy, tho' ever ſo well equipd; not, on 
our Armies, tho' their Numbers be greatly 
multiplied ; act, on Alliances, Leagues, and 
Connections with other, the moſt powerful 
States: No; for theſe, have been found all 
and often to fail On what, then, on whom 
ſhall we rele? Why, on Virtue, on God. 
« If God is for us, we need not four who 

5: are 


£1] 


«are againſt us; thro' him we ſhall” d 
* valiantly it is better to truſt in the Lord, 
<« than to put Confidence in Man; it is bet- 
< ter to truſt in the Lord, than to put Con- 
< fidence in Princes — Truſt ye, therefore, 
« jn the Lord for ever, for in the Dord 
6 * is everlaſting een 83 

5 * 


Tun Perfections of God, 1 mean AN na- 
oe and moral Excellencies, are a juſt 
Foundation, not only, of T ruſt but of Joy; 

well did the Prophet Habakkuk, under- 
ſtand the Force of. this Sentiment, for un- 
der the heavieſt Preſſures, and Calamitics, 
the moſt gloomy and threatening Proſpects, 
he was determined, . ſtill, © to rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of his Salvation,” 
Supported by the ſame Conſiderations, and 
animated, by the ſame Principles, ve alſo, 
will rejoice in the Salvation of God, © tho? 
« the rebellious ſhould exalt themſelves.” + 


Bur, here, let it be obſerved, that as 
God is the Object of Truſt and Joy, to 
the good Man; ſo he is the ju Object of 
Terror and Dread to the Wicked. And, 
as among Individuals, ſo in Commuities and 
Nations. Where a Nation acts with Re- 
ſolution, upon juſt Principles, in a good 
Cauſe, there the People have Ground of 
Confidence, and Rejoycing 3 for © Righte- 

5 ouſneſs 


KS} 


ec oufneſs will exalt a People; it qualifies L 
them for ſharing the divine Regards; he. 

« is, and ever mult be, the righteous Lord, 
© who loveth Righteouſneſs.” And, as, his 
Favor is conſtantly promiſed, and aſcertain- 
ed to the virtuous Man, fo is it, in like 
manner, to a Nation or People that is vir- 
Ztuous. And indeed, there is ſomething in 
a Courſe of ſteddy Virtue and Goodneſs, 
which raiſeth, Individuals, as well as So- 
cieties to a God-like Height, it makes them, 
in Effect, one with God himſelf; no Won- 
der, therefore, that his Blefling generally 
attends ſuch Characters. 


Wr have attempted to ſhew, that we 
only are, or can be ſafe under the Guar- 
dianſhip of Heaven; that outward Means, 
tho' neceſſary in the uſual Methods of 
God's Operation, yet conſidered, ſeperately 
from, and independent upon him, are, and 
muſt be inadequate to our Deliverance, Suc- 
ceſs, Sc. — It hath been ſhewn too, we 
hope ſatisfactorily, briefly as the Nature of 
the Subject would admit; that God, is 
either the Object of Hope, and Joy, or of 
Fear and Dread, to private or public Cha- 
racters, as they are obedient, and virtuous, 
or on the contrary, refraffory and vicious. — 
What remains, 1s to confider the ſubſequent 
n of the Text, Sc. 


_ bh 


IN the Name of our God we will ſet 
* up our Banners: A noble Reſolution, 
would to God, this were the Determination 
of every one concerned i in the Adminiſtra- 
tion! It is; we are ſure, the avow'd Deter- 
mination of GRoxo the Second, as appears 
from his Majeſty's Declaration of War «- 
gainſt the French King. We have there- 
fore, (after the Motives, and Reaſons had 
been enumerated) thought proper to declare 
War; and we do, hereby, declare War 
againſt the French King, who hath ſo un- 
juſtly begun it; relying on the Help of 
Almighty God, in our juſt Undertaking, 
and being aſſured of the hearty Concur- 
rence, and Aſſiſtance of our Subjects, in 
Support of ſo good a Cauſe, Sc. — What 
- may. we not hope for, from the divine 
Bleſſing, upon Meaſures well concerted, 
_ vigorouſly purſued, by a great, a wiſe, 
King ; who, fince the firſt Day of 
. hi Acceſſion to the Britiſh Throne, has had 
no Intereſt of his own, diſtinct from his 
Subjects Happineſs and the public Weal; 
who diſcovers a juſt Senſe of Providence, 
« relying on the Help of Almighty God in 
ce a juſt Undertaking ;” who, as he is the 
Father of his People, is ſecure in the Re- 
turns of their filial Affections, and whoſe 
Indefatigable Endeavours, to promate the 
Tranquility 


[16] 
Tranquility of "I. muſt for ever filence 
the ,moſt inveterate Malice, and fill our 


Enemies, if they are capable of a Bluſh, 
with Shame and Confuſion of F ace 


Can any, who have felt the Effects of 
his Government; who have ſeen him ſteer- 
ing the State, like an experienced Pilot, 
thro' all the Storms of War, or in the 
calmer Gales of Peace ; who have feen him 
expoſe his Perſon in the Front of Battle, 
braving Danger, with all the Intrepedity of 
the chriſtian Hero: — Can any, who have 
viewed him in all the Variety of Lights, 
in which ſo conſpicuous a Character can be 
placed; I aſk, can any but admire, eſteem, 
and rejoice to ferve him ? — Whatever uns 
natural and monſtrous CharaQers may be; 
we, my Friends, deteſt the wa Imputation 
of Diſloyalty. 


As hbongſt Britons, we rejoice in the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, in the preſent Royal 
Family of the Houſe of Hannover. As 
Proteſtants, we glory in our happy Eſta- 
bliſnment, under his Majeſty's moſt auſpi- 


cious Reign; ; and I add, for I am ſure, we 


have the hearty Concurrence of every Soul, 


which wears, and deſerves to wear, the 


Name of Proteſtant Diſſenter; as Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, we are determined, at the Ex- 
pence 


[7] 
pence of our Blood, ſo far as the Sphere 


of our Activity reaches, to ſupport ſo 


good a Cauſe, ſo good a King, ſo * a 
Conſtitution. Tp 


- Wurne is the Heart, but glows with 
Reſentment at the Attempts of a- haughty 
Monarch, to invade, our Dominions un- 
| provok'd, puſh'd on by Ambition that can 
never be ſatiated, and ſupported by Vaſlals, 
— the mere Tools of a deſpotic Prince, 
Engines play'd upon, and fitted for Havoc, 
by the Artifice of his Politicians, who 
themſelves are only Engines play d by a 
higher Hand; or of Prieſts, who wind 
them up to any Pitch, and by plying of 
their Paſſions, prepare them for any the 
moſt deſtructive Schemes. Who would 


not, in the Name of our God,” enliſt 


under the Banners of our Proteſtant King, 
for the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 
Laws, Liberty, and every Thing for which 1 
Life itſelf is only worth having! 


THERE are . in which, 1 
is, certainly, not only lawful to take up 
Arms, but criminal not to do it; as in our 
. preſent Situation. When we were attack d 
by an Enemy, and ſtrip'd of ſome of our 
rightful. Poſſeſſions in the Welt - Indies; 
when. this Foe to Mankind, was extending 

'c his 
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his Conqueſts with Rapidity, deſolating 


one of the fineſt Provinces in the New 
World; add to this, when he has come 
nearer home, and made an Invaſion upon 
a Part of our King's Dominions; a Place 
of great Conſequence to us in the Medi- 
terranean; when he threatened us with a 
Deſcent upon our own Coaſt: What, in 
ſuch Circumſtances, in ſuch a Situation, 
ſhall we look on, with paſſive O and 
Non-reſiſtance; or from, I know not what, 


it from Ruin ? <« Not to preſerve Life, 
« is to deſtroy it; © not to defend our 
« Country, is to 3 K. And it 
doth not appear, that the Suicide is more 
culpable, either in the Eye of Heaven, or 
in the Eſtimate of common Senſe, than 
theſe Betrayers of the unalienable Rights of 
Societies, —Nay, ſuch Characters are more 
aggravated, in as much as, the Fate of a 


Nation, is of much greater Moment, than 
the Life of an Individual. 


Tas pacific Scheme might do, (and 
wou'd to God it may take) were the World 


univerſally to fall in with it; but, whilſt. 


the grand Monarch, is watching every. Op- 
portunity to conquer, and enſlave the Ni- 
tions; it muſt be the Intereſt, it muſt be 


the 


[ 19 ] 


the indiſpenfible Duty of 4/l to counterat? 
and oppoſe bim. If not, what will be the 
Conſequence? Why, he will go on con- 
quering and to conquer; till Old and 
New England becomes the Seat of Carnage, 
and a Spectacle of complicated Woe. From 
ſuch an Event, God of is infinite Mercy 
defend us] Oh, my Friends, my Country- 
men, that BRITONS would join, as one 
Man, under the Banners of our God,” 
and our King, and loſing all Diſtinctions, 
ſtrive for the common Cauſe, and not count 
even their Lives dear to ſerve the Intereſt 
of Chriſtianity, of civil and religious Free- 
dom, of themſelves ! — The Lord fulfil all 


our Petitions. h 


Ap now, from this laſt Clauſe, let us 

be indulged in offering up our Petitions 
to Almighty God, in Behalf of the King, 
the Royal Family, &c. 


H AR us, O God, thou God of the 
Armies in Heaven, and upon Earth, thou 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, thou ſu- 
preme, independent Sovereign of the Uni- 
verſe! We moſt ardently pray for the 
Safety, Protection, and Happineſs, of thy 
Servant our Sovereign Lord King George. 
The Hearts of Kings are in thy Hands,” 

and with thee are all the Treaſures of 

C2 Widdom; 
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[ 20 
Wiſdom; influence his Majeſiy therefore, 
we beſeech thee, to ſuch Meaſures, in this 


critical Juncture, as will be productive of 
the National Intereſt. Strengthen his Hands 


with the Arms of the mighty God of Jacob. 


——Guard his Throne, eſtabliſh it upon 
Righteouſneſs, as on a Foundation, that 


hall not be moved for ever. — Long con- 


tinue to us his moſt endear'd, valuable, and 
important Life. Defend his Perſon, againſt 
every ſecret Conſpiracy, and all open At- 
tempts of Violence. —Clothe his Enemies 
with Shame; *© abate their Pride, aſſuage 
« their Malice, and confound all their De- 
« vices.” —Bleſs him in all his juſt Under- 
takings; and as he relieth on thee for Help, 
do thou Almighty God, help and ſuccour 
him: Proſper his Arms; make him ſucceſs- 
ful in the War, which is now entered upon, 
we truſt, with the beſt Views and Motives ; 
may it, ſpeedily, terminate, in an honor- 
able, and laſting Peace, upon the beſt, 
and ſureſt Foundations. Bleſs every Mean, 
which may be made Uſe of, in the Purſuit 
of bis End. — Go forth, O God of Battle, 
with our Fleets, and our Armies, and when 
they are engaged in Fight, do thou favour- 
ably interpoſe, and incline the Victory to 
our Side: If thou art on our Side, we will 


not fear what Man can do unto us: Some 


« truſt in Chariots, and ſame in Horſes ; 
| cc but 


[ as. | . 
but we will remember the Name of 
* our God.” In thy Name, O ouFGod, 
bath the King ſet up his Banners, may be 
triumph, in thy Strength, over all the Op- 
poſition, and Perfidy of his treacherous, 
' powerful, and ambitous Enemy; and, when 
* hath lived to accompliſh the great Eds 
of Government, and been the happy In- 
ſtrument, in thine Hand, of raiſing the 
Nation, to the Heights of Virtue, Glory, 
and Happineſs; if it ſhall pleaſe thee to re- 
move him from Earth, may it pleaſe thee 
to receive him to Heaven, into- thine own 
Kingdom; there may he exchange a tem- 
poral Crown for an immortal Diadem, 
be held as a Star in the Right Hand 
of God,. and ſhine like the Brightneſs 
of the Stars in the Firmament for ever 
EE . 


Wr pray for his Royal Highneſs George, 
the Prince of Wales; may his Mind be form- 
ed to every manly, virtuous, and princely Ac- 
compliſhment. —Bleſs the Princeſs Dowager 
of Wales; may ſhe be the nurſing Mo- 
ther to an illuſtrious Race, who by her 
amiable Example, and excellent Inſtruc- 
tions, will dignify thoſe exalted Stations to 
which they may be raiſed, | 


BLEess 


* [28] 


_ 


Butss his 8 Hohnefs William, 1 Duke 
of Cumberland, and fit him for appearing ©. 


with diſtinguiſhed Honour at the Head of 
our Forces: Inſpire: him with the Fortitude, 


BLEess the Princeſſes, with every Vir- 
tue that is ornamental; with every Virtue 
that can give Beauty, Propriety, Luſtre, 


to their Character; Elevation and Dignity . 
to their Stations, and Happineſs to the : 


Public. 


PresIDE in the High Court of Parlia- 


ment; in all their Conſultations, may they 


clearly diſcern, ſteddily and with Unanimity 
purſue, and gal ſerve the Nation's 
real Intereſt. 


WI pray, O God, moſt 8 
for our native Country. For Great Britain 


and Ireland, with all our Colonies and 


Plantations: Our Land, has long been the 


Object of thy guardian Care; that we 
may ſtill rationally hope for thy Salvation, 


we would exert our beſt Endeavours, and 


be Workers together with God. — Let 


thy Bleſſing attend us, let thy Counſels 


direct 


1 33 and — of a brave, 
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O God, is the Kingdom, and the Po GA 
* aud Glory y and tor evermore. Amen“ 


fs 


die us, let 5 Mercy cdon our mani- 
fold and national loiqutis let thy Power 
Protect and deliver us; thou haſt dgllfvec- 

ed us, thou art able to deliver, and we 
truſt thou wilt yet deliver us, for thine, 


FIN 1 * 


is: 


# 


— — 


N 


— — 
— 1 TT —U— 4 — ne 


